In the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Remember when you were a child and you wanted to hear the same story over and over – most children do in my experience – I know I did
When I was little a dear woman took care of me when my mother went out – and she had a dog named BooBoo and I don’t remember exactly what the story was about BooBoo but I remember driving her crazy wanting to hear the story over and over!

Now fast forward to my adult life and I watch a lot of mysteries on tv and I read mystery novels that can get quite suspenseful - murder mysteries mostly – during this time of quarantine I sometimes binge watch them for hours

And I think that perhaps I may be going through my second childhood because I find I like these stories better the second or third time I watch them.

When I’m watching or reading them the first time  I find myself getting anxious about how my favorite characters are going to save themselves and so I’m very tempted to fast forward the tv show or sneak a peak at the last pages of the book to see if they survive in the end.

There’s a comfort in hearing a familiar story - maybe because I already know how it will end – I don’t have to be tense and anxious - I can relax and just enjoy it because I know how it will end and that everything is going to be okay.

There’s a lot of comfort in that.

Our readings today address our fears and discomfort about not knowing the end of the story – our story – God’s story.  In the midst of all the turmoil and trouble around us our readings today offer words of comfort and peace.

Isaiah says – do not fear, or be afraid, 

And the Psalmist writes: for great is your love toward me, you have delivered me from the nethermost pit.

And Paul calls us to hope – for in hope we are saved.

And yet anxiety about the future, about safety, security, health, well being abound – fear and anger seem to be taking over wherever we look.  We might rightly wonder – where is God in all of this? How do we not fear? How do we hope?  Where is the comfort?  How will this story end?

And then we have this parable of the wheat and the weeds. This parable follows the one about the sower we heard last week and will be followed by more parables including the ones about a mustard seed and leaven. 

These parables are told to the crowds. Jesus is on a boat and the crowds are on the shore listening. I learned recently – many of you probably already knew this - that water is a great conductor of sound and so Jesus would have been easy to hear for the people on the shore. In fact, James Martin in his book Jesus: A Pilgrimage states that the place where Jesus likely spoke these words is called the Bay of Parables which one can still visit in the Holy Lands today.

Jesus speaks of wheat that the farmer sows and weeds that the Enemy comes along at night and plants among the wheat. These weeds - are likely an annoying plant that looks very much like wheat – it would have been very hard to distinguish them from each other. Also, these weeds can carry a poisonous fungus.  If they are harvested and ground together the resulting flour would be spoiled.

If you tried to take a weed wacker to these weeds you would surely lose a lot of wheat in the process.  And if you don’t separate them, the whole crop could be ruined.  So this is a real problem for the farmer, one the first hearers could certainly relate to.

So what are we to make of this parable - like all parables this one has many meanings - that’s what makes parables so compelling and so able to withstand the test of time.

So we ask- what question or concern might Jesus be addressing through this parable?

Or asked another way - why did Matthew choose to include this parable in his gospel - what question for Matthew’s community might be addressed by it?

Many interpretations see this parable as a call to patience - to put up with bad people in the church or in your life and let God deal with them, that we should not judge others. Some see the parable as addressing the good and evil in each of us and assuring us that God will extract the bad and leave us with only our good selves.  All worthy ideas to be explored.

But there is another question that is addressed here.  It is a question that I think is extremely relevant for our time and experience.  The question that this parable gets at is one we hear often - and perhaps have asked ourselves: If Jesus is the Messiah and has defeated evil and death through his death and resurrection  - THEN WHY is there still so much evil in the world? If Jesus says the kingdom of God is HERE, why don’t I see it?

For many in biblical times who were waiting,  -some patiently some not so patiently - for the Messiah to come, his arrival was expected to change things totally and forever. When the Messiah came the Romans — and all other enemies — would go.  All would be as it should be, as God meant for it to be.

But here was Jesus, and many were seeing him as the Messiah – and Matthew’s community believed him to be the Messiah – and yet
none of these messianic acts were happening in Jesus’ ministry, yet he was proclaiming the presence of the kingdom.  For Matthew’s community the Romans were still in charge and nothing seemed much changed after Jesus. How do we make sense of that?

Jesus says in this parable that despite the weeds -  despite the evil we see all around us - the racism, the pandemic, people in cages, wars, starvation, retribution - all those things that are not right in this world – those things that can seem like they are choking us, making it so very hard to breathe - even in the midst of all of this - the kingdom of God is here. Christ is here! Righteousness is here.  
Okay, so that all sounds great right?  But what are we to do when everything is – as my mother in law used to say – when everything is going to hell in a hand basket?

As Mr Rogers once told a child - when bad and scary things are happening around you look for the good people.

This story – this story of our lives, of our life in God -  may not be going the way we’d like it to – there may be a lot of anxiety and worry and stress – but we need not fear or be afraid because God is in our midst – even in the midst of so many weeds – there is much wheat if we will but open our eyes to see it.

As Christians, we are called not only to look for the wheat – for the good people - but also to BE the good people - we are called to be the wheat - God’s finest wheat even in the midst of all the weeds.  

We are called to live and proclaim and make present God’s kingdom in the here and now while we wait for God to bring in the harvest -  in God’s own good time. We don’t need to defeat or weed whack the bad stuff  – we need to live as if God’s kingdom were fully here – to live as people who are God’s good wheat.

Yes there is evil, yes very bad things are happening all around us. St Paul acknowledges that the whole creation still groans – even after Jesus has come - but Jesus has brought the Kingdom of God into our midst and if we will have but eyes to see and ears to hear we will recognize it.

Our baptismal covenant calls us to live in God’s kingdom - to be wheat among the weeds even now - to renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness, to renounce the evil powers of this world, to persevere in resisting evil, to strive for justice and peace.  


We don’t know exactly how this story will end - and we don’t get to fast forward or flip the pages to see how it all turns out.

But we do have hope – hope of things that are not seen.  We do have the promise of God that love – God’s love - wins. And so as Isaiah counsels us we need not fear or be afraid and as the psalmist reminds us – that God has helped us and comforted us.

Even though the whole creation groans to finally live in the beauty and truth and love and justice and peace of God’s reign - even as we pray daily for God’s kingdom to come on earth - we can be assured that it is already here - we can know how the story will end.  And we can be the witnesses of that story for all the world to see.

Amen


