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Liturgy for the Seventh Sunday of Easter
Rite II with Expansive Language

Click here to access a children’s bulletin.

Prelude                           God Is Gone Up Gerald Finzi 

God is gone up with a triumphant shout:
The Lord with sounding trumpets’ melodies:
Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praises out,
Unto our King sing praise seraphic-wise!
Lift up your heads, ye lasting doors, they sing,
And let the King of Glory enter in.

Methinks I see Heaven’s sparkling courtiers fly
In flakes of glory down, him to attend,
And hear heart-cramping notes of melody
Surround his chariot as it did ascend:
Mixing their music, making ev’ry string
More to enravish, as they this tune sing.

– Edward Taylor, c. 1642 - 1729

Welcome

Please stand at the ringing of the sacring bell. 

The Easter Acclamation
Presider   Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People    The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Collect of Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
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 the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn                           Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  The Hymnal 460 
Stanzas 1, 2, 3 & 4

Collect of the Day 

Presider The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Presider   Let us pray. 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to 
every race and nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: 
Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the 
Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever..  Amen.

First Lesson   Be seated. 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking 
place among you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 
glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is 
resting on you. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand 
of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety 
on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. 
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking 
for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you 
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know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing 
the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 
you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36
1    Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; *
 let those who hate him flee before him.
2    Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; *
 as the wax melts at the fire, 
 so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
3    But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; *
 let them also be merry and joyful.
4    Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;
      exalt him who rides upon the heavens; *
 YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him!
5    Father of orphans, defender of widows, *
 God in his holy habitation!
6    God gives the solitary a home 
      and brings forth prisoners into freedom; *
 but the rebels shall live in dry places.
7    O God, when you went forth before your people, *
 when you marched through the wilderness,
8    The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
      at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, *
 at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
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9    You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; *
 you refreshed the land when it was weary.
10    Your people found their home in it; *
 in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
33    Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; *
 sing praises to the Lord.
34    He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; *
 he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.
35    Ascribe power to God; *
 his majesty is over Israel;
 his strength is in the skies.
36    How wonderful is God in his holy places! *
 the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people!
 Blessed be God!

Gospel Lesson John 17:1-11

 The Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him 
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in 
your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the 
world existed. I have made your name known to those whom you gave 
me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given 
to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their 
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behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 
whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am  
no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one.” 

The Gospel of the Savior.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

      Be seated

Sermon The Rev. Rebecca Tankersley

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead , and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People  Spoken.

Let us offer our prayers to God through our risen Savior, in whom 
we put our hopes for the healing of the world.

For the Church to be faithful to the way, the truth, and the life of 
Christ, especially in this time of sickness and separation,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. Alleluia.

For Christians everywhere to feel their faith strengthened and their 
hope renewed, let us pray to the Lord, 
Lord hear our prayer. Alleluia.

For the gift of the Holy Spirit to abide with us forever, and to guide 
us through this and every ordeal, let us pray to the Lord, 
Lord hear our prayer. Alleluia.

For the Spirit to direct the leaders of our world to make wise 
decisions and serve the needs of all people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. Alleluia.

For those living in the shadow of sickness and death to know healing 
and mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. Alleluia.

For all who minister to the sick to be blessed and protected,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. Alleluia.

For the unemployed and destitute to receive courage and resilience,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. Alleluia.

For all victims of racism, and for a renewed commitment to resist this 
sin in all its forms, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. Alleluia.
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For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection to share in 
the eternal banquet of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. Alleluia.

The Presider prays the Concluding Collect.

Almighty God, your blessed Son ascended above the heavens that he 
might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that we are 
now his Body on earth, and he abides in us and through us, to the 
end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.   Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Anthem                           With a Voice of Singing  Martin Shaw 
    Transfiguration Choir

With a voice of singing declare ye this,
   and let it be heard, Alleluia.
Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.
   The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia.
O be joyful in God, all ye lands,
   O sing praises to the honor of his name,
   Make his praise to be glorious.
    – Martin Shaw, 1875-1958

 The Lord’s Prayer  Spoken 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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General Thanksgiving   Said in Unison

God of all mercies,  
we your children give you humble thanks for all your goodness 
and loving kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We 
bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings 
of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means 
of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an 
awareness of your presence, that as we endure this time of sickness 
and separation, we may continually show forth your praise, not 
only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your 
service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness 
all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages.  
Amen.

Recognition of Teachers and Volunteers  

The Blessing
May the risen Christ fill you with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and may God hold you in 
his almighty hands of love.and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you and remain with 
you always. Amen.

Dismissal 
Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Hymn          The Hymnal 492 
Sing, Ye Faithful, Sing with Gladness 
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Voluntary                 Christ ist erstanden, 3 verses J. S. Bach
(Christ the Lord is Risen Again!) BWV 627

Sources

The Prelude was recorded on June 10, 2015.
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