
      

 

A NOTE TO PARENTS 

This Sunday’s Gospel is the last in a series centering on a common theme:  Jesus’ 
condemnation of the religious power structure of his day.  The Pharisees of Jesus’ 
time were learned, while most Jews were poor and had little time for study.  The 
Pharisees could afford to learn the Law, and to observe its ritual requirements.  
Judging by Jesus’ condemnation of them, they had come to use these advantages 
mainly to flaunt their own power, and also to rub the noses of the powerless in 
their powerlessness, by emphasizing the laws that the poor were powerless to 
keep—the ones about cleanliness, clothing, and the Sabbath, for example.  
Meanwhile, says Jesus, they themselves will scarcely lift a finger over the things 
that really matter: justice, mercy, and faith. 

As a parent and religion teacher, I feel an uneasy kinship with Jesus’ Pharisees.  I 
can imagine Jesus telling my children, “Your mother sits in Moses’ seat, so do 
whatever she tells you; but don’t do as she does, for she says, but doesn’t do it ... ”  
It’s easy to lecture children about sharing, and being helpful, and being polite and 
attentive, and dropping whatever they are doing to come when called, and 
respecting other people’s moods (translation: keeping out of my way when I’m 
crabby) ... but how often do I really do these things?  Am I binding heavy 
burdens on my children by asking them to do what I myself don’t even attempt? 

In their book Children of Joy:  Raising Your Own Home-Grown Christians (Wellesley, 
MA:  Roundtable Press, 1975), David and Elizabeth Gray point out that many of 
our child-rearing practices, whatever their intention, have the effect of giving 
children the idea, “I can’t wait to grow up so that I can be as big, powerful and 
arbitrary as my parents, and have my own way all the time.” Against this, Jesus 
says, “Whoever is greatest among you shall be your servant.” This does not mean 
letting our children rule the roost.  It does mean not using their immaturity, 
inarticulateness, weakness, and reverence for us as weapons to get our own way.  
We are their parents on earth; but as Jesus also tells the Pharisees, we are all 
children together in God’s eyes.   
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