
      

 

A NOTE TO PARENTS 

If I were rich, I’d have the time that I lack  

 to sit in the synagogue and pray, 

And maybe have a seat by the eastern wall; 

And I’d discuss the holy books with the learned men 

 seven hours every day: 

That would be the sweetest thing of all ... 

These lines from Fiddler on the Roof communicate the intensity of Judaism’s love of 
the Torah, the law of God.  This is the heart of Jewish spirituality, and it is vitally 
important that, as Christians, we do not misunderstand it.  Our view of the law 
of Israel is highly colored by Jesus’ condemnation of the arrogant and elitist 
legalism he perceived in the religious power structure of his time.  We tend to lose 
sight of the joy with which the Hebrew Scriptures approach God’s statutes and 
commandments.  Jesus shared this joy: he did not come to destroy the Law, but 
to fulfill it.  He knew that the poor and ignorant, as well as the rich and learned, 
hunger for the ravishing “sweetness” of God’s law; the clear, energizing vision of 
holiness that gives life to the rules and commandments. 

Children have plenty of experience with both these ways of encountering the 
Law, or the “rules” that govern their lives.  The rules may be a prison for them, a 
weapon that adults use against them and they use against each other ... or they 
may be a liberating vision of goodness and right.  Ask your child to name some of 
the rules in your household.  Probably the answer will range all the way from 
“Hang up your pajamas when you get dressed” and “No dessert till you finish your 
vegetables,” to “No hitting, ever.”  You might try asking what is the single most 
important rule.  When you’ve heard your child’s suggestions (and they might 
surprise you!), you can use Jesus’ summary of the most important laws of God as a 
model for expressing your own sense of the really basic, important principles in 
your family, the law that does not oppress but is “sweeter than honey.”  And 
remember that any such rule is binding on the parents every bit as much as on 
the children!  Pray together for help to keep your rule with love. 
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