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[bookmark: _GoBack]Two weeks ago, I preached about the way God is in charge of the ending of the movie of the world. I tried to be funny by using Raiders of the Lost Ark as my analogy, claiming that just like Indiana Jones wasn’t the actual reason for the final happy ending, neither are we ultimately responsible for the final happy ending of all things. God is the one who will bring all things to their perfection and conclusion. God is the one who will ultimately right every wrong, dry every tear, and overwhelm every evil force. 

This is core Christian belief, and one that is important to remember especially in times when it feels like evil and injustice are getting the upper hand. God has the salvation of the world under control. Though we can’t see it yet, though it may seem improbable right now, if not downright impossible, it is promised. 

But there is a problem with this belief, too. I touched on it in that sermon, but it deserves more time and energy than I gave it then. It’s the problem of fatalism. If God is ultimately going to take care of the end of the story, and if it’s not really up to us, then why should we bother? Should we just relax from all our struggles for goodness and justice and truth? If the end is somehow destined already, why does what we do matter? 

Well, near the end of his life, in some of his very last public teaching before his arrest, Jesus took up this question of fatalism. This teaching is captured in Matthew 25, a portion of which we heard last week, some this week, and the final section next week. Does the substance and content of our lives matter? Well, in typical Jesus’ fashion, he answers that question in a parable. 

Three servants are given extravagant sums by their master. Two of servants manage the trust well, actually doubling the initial investment, and in response to their faithful productivity, they are invited tells them to “enter into the joy” of their master. But the third servant takes the talent and literally buries it, rather than risk it, leading to an unsettling rejection by the master. 

Now, the word “talent” may make this parable harder to understand. To us, the word talent usually refers to a personal skill or ability, like being a good dancer or being able to juggle, so it could easily seem like the lesson Jesus is trying to teach is that we shouldn’t hide our talents. But a “talent” in Jesus’ day referred to huge measurement of money – equal to about 20 years of wages for an ordinary worker. So Jesus is talking about something far bigger than not hiding our excellent singing voice; what he’s talking about is the treasure of the Kingdom of God. We have been entrusted with the enormous treasure of God’s love and mercy and blessing and peace, and if we simply hold onto it for ourselves – if we keep it buried, so to speak – then we will have not only squandered an opportunity, we will actually have failed in our responsibility as Christians. 

To return to my Raiders of the Lost Ark metaphor, Jesus wants us to know how the movie is going to end, but it’s definitely not so we think our lives have no meaning or purpose. He wants us to have a glimpse of the future, because we are meant to live into the values and goodness of that promised future right now. He doesn’t want us to get to that eventual day – when we each stand in the presence of God – and fumble at trying to explain why we didn’t do much with all the extravagant gifts entrusted to us. Because Jesus wants more from his followers than our willingness to hold onto the good things we’ve received; he wants the good things given to us to move through us and then out into other lives, too. 

And if there’s anything this parable teaches us, it’s that the stakes are extremely high. I think that’s why Jesus ends it the way it does. If it had ended with the master gently chiding that third servant for hiding his talent, and then saying, “go on you rascal, do better next time,” we could easily lose sight of how profoundly important our actions in this life are. God is up to nothing less than the healing of the whole world – the defeat of systems of injustice, the rescue of people from cruelty and oppression, the reversal of every sinful and broken life and circumstance. Which means lives are literally on the line. That’s why Jesus has to be abundantly clear: it’s not “no big deal” when his followers do nothing to help achieve those priorities. It’s not “no big deal” when we sit on the treasures of the Kingdom we’ve been given, and keep them for ourselves…because we can’t really call ourselves citizens of the kingdom when we take the treasures of the kingdom and bury them in the ground. 

It reminds me of something Dr. King once said: “We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are confronted with the fierce urgency of now. In this unfolding conundrum of life and history, there ‘is’ such a thing as being too late. This is no time for apathy or complacency. This is a time for vigorous and positive action.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Martin Luther King, Jr. “Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence,” http://inside.sfuhs.org/dept/history/US_History_reader/Chapter14/MLKriverside.htm] 


Right after Jesus told this parable about the talents, he told another story – a story we’ll hear next Sunday – about a great sorting of the righteous from the unrighteous that will happen at that great last Day, when the movie of the world does finally come to an end. And in it he helps us understand just who the servants are who have invested their talents, and who the servants are who have buried them in the ground. Here is what he says,

“The king will say to those on his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ And he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’” (Matthew 25:34-36, 41-44)

So, if God is in charge of the ending and the defeat of sin and evil, does the content of our lives matter? Jesus is absolutely and unequivocally clear. Yes. It matters enormously. More than we even know. Because, at the end of the story of our lives, we will stand in the presence of God and have to explain what we did with our talent. Did we hide away in our comfortable suburban homes with our comfortable suburban lives and assume that the hard work of the Kingdom was someone else’s job? Did we let our discomfort with conflict or tension keep us silent, or hold us back from acting for good in a complicated world? Was the love of God something we were perfectly comfortable receiving, but not terribly concerned with sharing? My friends, Jesus is warning us that the outcome of playing it safe all the time, of not bothering with the hard work of love, of burying our talent, is something akin to spiritual death, like being banished into the outer darkness. If we risk nothing, we will gain nothing. 

The world today needs Christians who won’t keep their talent buried out of fear or apathy or fatalism. The world needs Christians who are ready to take some risks for the sake of growing the Kingdom. Yes, the end of the story may already be determined and yes, God has the ultimate outcome under control, but it is up to us to put our talent on the line to create something big and beautiful and new. It is up to us to make something of the treasures entrusted to us by God. That is when lives will truly be transformed, that is when the world will begin to change, and that is when we will hear our Lord say to us, “well done good and faithful servant... enter into the joy of your master.”
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