
The Gospel of Mark
An Introduction



As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples 
said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what 
large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see 
these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here 
upon another; all will be thrown down.”

Mark 13:1-2



Jesus said: “As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to 

councils; and you will be beaten in synagogues; and you will stand before 

governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them. And the good 

news must first be proclaimed to all nations. When they bring you to trial 

and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say; but 

say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you who speak, but the 

Holy Spirit. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and 

children will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will 

be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end 

will be saved.”

Mark 13:9-13



Mark’s Thesis Statement

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” 

Mark 1:15



Kingdom of God in Mark

Jesus spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a 
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a 
house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And 
if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, 
but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house [i.e., 
Satan’s house] and plunder his property without first tying up the 
strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

Mark 3:23b-27



The Messianic Secret

“See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the 
priest, and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a 
testimony to them.” But he went out and began to proclaim it freely, 
and to spread the word, so that Jesus could no longer go into a town 
openly, but stayed out in the country; and people came to him from 
every quarter.

Mark 1:44-45



The Original Ending of Mark

They went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had 
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Mark 16:8



Small Group Exercise: Lectio Divina

Have one person read the passage aloud. As you hear the passage read, listen 
for a word that strikes you. Take turns sharing that word, allowing time for each 
person to share and all to reflect silently on the shared words.

Have another person read the passage aloud a second time. This time, listen for 
a phrase that strikes you. Share your phrases, allowing time for all to share and 
all to reflect silently on the shared phrases.

Have another person read the passage aloud a third time. This time, listen for 
how God might be calling you to respond to the passage. Share, if you’re willing, 
allowing time for all to share and silently reflect on the shared calls.



Mark 1:9-15

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, 
he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 
on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately 
drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”


