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Grandma’s Testimony & Her Inviting Torte 

In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

_____________________________ 

One of the earliest (and dearest) memories I have is of waking up at 

my grandparents’ house in Rockdale, Texas, lingering within a womb of 

pink bedsheets, stretching, then rolling out bed to find my grandmother in 

her kitchen. She’d look up from her prayers and greet me with a smile, a 

muffin, and a question: “What are we going bake today?” It didn’t matter 

what we made as long as we made it together, but my favorite recipe was 

something she called torte – a butter cookie topped with melted Hershey 

bars.  

Grandma’s kitchen was a classroom and under her instruction, I 

learned much more than how to make tasty treats. I learned to plan ahead, 

organize supplies, and manage time. I learned to leave a place cleaner than 

I found it. I learned – literally – not to cry over spilled milk. Yet I also 

learned of her longing to share Jesus’ love with others, her weekly visits to 

the nursing home at the end of the block, and her steadfast support of 

Operation Smile (whose doctors correct cleft lips at no cost to families). 



 

 

2 

Saturday after Saturday standing at her kitchen counter, Grandma shared 

herself with me as she shared her faith. I thought we were baking treats; 

Grandma was testifying about how Jesus’ love had transformed her life and 

inviting me to come and see for myself. 

Testifying and inviting – that’s what today’s reading from the Gospel 

of John is all about. John has recently baptized Jesus when, one day, he 

looks up to find Jesus walking toward him. John bursts out, testifying: 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world … this 
is the Son of God. 
 

It’s not clear who heard John’s testimony that day, but the next day, Jesus 

walks by again. This time, two of John’s disciples are with him. Again, John 

testifies: “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples recognize in 

their teacher’s testimony an invitation to go and see for themselves, so they 

leave John and begin to follow Jesus. Testimony, followed by invitation.  

Seeing the two following him, Jesus turns and asks, “What are you 

looking for?” They respond, “Rabbi … where are you staying?”, and Jesus 

invites them to “Come and see.” They go, they see, and they remain with 

him that day. And what a difference a day makes! After one day, Andrew 

(one of the two) hurries to find his brother Simon and, on finding him, 



 

 

3 

testifies, “We have found the Messiah! Come and see!” Testimony, 

followed by invitation. 

This scene – in which someone encounters Jesus, experiences the 

salvation he brings, and then rushes to invite others who are longing for 

that salvation to come and see – will play out over and over in the Gospel 

of John. 

• Immediately after the passage we read today, Jesus travels to Galilee 
and meets Philip. “Follow me,” he says. Philip does and finds 
Nathanael and says to him, “We have found him about whom Moses 
… and the prophets wrote! … Come and see.”  

 

• In Chapter 4, Jesus encounters a Samaritan woman at a well and 
engages her in conversation. The encounter is so impactful that, as 
soon as she has an opportunity, she runs to her city and invites 
everyone to, “Come and see [the] man who told me everything I have 
ever done!”, adding “He cannot be the Messiah, can he?”  
 

• Again, in Chapter 9, Jesus heals a man born blind. He’s questioned by 
the authorities about the healing and testifies “If this man were not 
from God he could do nothing.” In essence, he tells them to come 
and see. 
 
Testimony followed by invitation. Christians throughout the 

centuries have testified and invited. The Apostles testified to all they’d seen 

and learned of Jesus starting in Jerusalem and then in Judea, Samaria, and 

beyond, inviting others to come and see. Paul testified to the Gentiles of 
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his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus and invited them to 

come and see. Irenaeus, Cyril, Augustine – and later Aquinas, Julian of 

Norwich, Luther – more recently, Dorothy Day and Mother Teresa: these 

and countless others who have come to know Jesus and his saving grace 

have testified and invited others to come and see.  

Tomorrow we will remember the life and work of another person 

who testified and invited. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. came to know Jesus 

as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world through the 

testimony of his father. Boldly naming the sin of racism in our nation, he 

testified to Jesus and invited us to come and see. Dr. King invited us to 

come and see the one who had prepared at table at which “sons of former 

slaves and sons of former slave-owners [would] sit down together” – the 

one who could “transform the jangling discords of our nation into a 

beautiful symphony.”1  

Now, I’m no Dr. King. Yet God has placed me here today to testify 

to the good news that Jesus is the Messiah, the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world. God has called me to invite you to come and see 

 
1 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “I Have A Dream”, delivered at the March on Washington, © 1963. 
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Jesus. I am only able to testify and invite, because someone else testified 

and invited me. My grandmother, yes, and many others along my path. And 

they were only able to testify and invite, because someone else testified and 

invited them. All of us are here today, because someone else experienced 

Jesus, told us about him, and invited us to come and see.  

“It could end, you know.”2 

The church really is never more than one generation away from 

extinction. Here at Transfiguration, we have ample opportunity through 

our liturgy, prayers, hymnody, sermons, and classes to come and see Jesus 

in our midst. So, I am here to testify. And I am here to invite you to come 

and see. And I am here to encourage you to testify and invite. 

• You could invite a neighbor to Transfigured Nights. 

• You could invite a co-worker to join us at Austin Street Shelter. 

• You could invite a friend to the Table, the fish fry, the Clothes 

Horse, or the food pantry. 

 
2 Fr. Joshua Bowron, “Testimony” at https://episcopalchurch.org/library/sermon/testimony-epiphany-2-january-19-
2020.  

https://episcopalchurch.org/library/sermon/testimony-epiphany-2-january-19-2020
https://episcopalchurch.org/library/sermon/testimony-epiphany-2-january-19-2020
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Our work is to testify to the God who so loved the world that he sent his 

Son to be the Lamb who takes away sin and to invite others into his loving 

embrace. May God grant us strength and courage do this work gladly and 

boldly, that we may all say, with our Psalmist today: 

Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;  
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance;  
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness.  
 
This past Easter, our family gathered at my sister’s house for dinner. 

When it came time for dessert, she passed around a plate heaped high with 

my grandmother’s torte. I watched as a new generation enjoyed the buttery 

chocolatey goodness. A new generation is looking to us. As the testimonies 

and invitations - from Andrew down through Dr. King and ending at my 

grandmother and yours – are ringing in our ears, now is the time for us to 

take up the torch. Let us testify boldly and invite others to come and see 

Jesus. 


