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This is my Son, the beloved, with whom I am well pleased. 

In the name of God… 

 

As I was preparing to preach this sermon, I read a commentary by a 

Presbyterian minister, Patricia Callahan.  She tells a story about Mario, 

a formerly homeless man now living in a church shelter. He had lived on 

the harsh and unwelcoming streets of New York City for half of his life. 

On his sixtieth birthday he was with friends at a church dinner at the 

shelter. Several people at the dinner remarked that Mario didn’t look 

sixty years old.  

 

To prove it to them, Mario reached into his coat pocket and brought 

out his birth certificate, which showed that he was indeed sixty years 

old.  

 

Then Mario said, “Want to see my baptismal certificate?” And he pulled 

that out of his pocket too.  His baptismal certificate showed that he was 
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baptized as a baby at an Episcopal church on the Lower East Side of 

Manhattan.  

 

What was it that made Mario carry his baptismal certificate with him all 

these years as he wandered the streets of New York? Perhaps our 

Gospel text gives us the answer. 

 

Jesus came to the Jordan River to be baptized by John.  After a 

discussion about who should baptize who, John agrees to do it and 

baptizes Jesus.  Coming out of the waters a voice from God says – this is 

my Son, the beloved, in whom I am well pleased.  

 

Jesus hears this voice – loud and clear. And this voice will stay with him 

and guide him for the rest of his ministry.  This voice will be enough for 

him.   
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Jesus will hear this voice loud and clear over the devil’s temptations to 

seize fame, power and wealth.  He will hear this voice over the ridicule 

and derision of people who condemn him, torture him and execute 

him.  God’s voice from his baptism will be louder than all those other 

voices and will give Jesus the freedom to be who he is and to complete 

the work for which he came. 

 

What about us?  So many voices bombard us from the moment we are 

born. 

 

From early on these voices try to tell us who we are and what we 

should think and how we should act. 

 

Hopefully most of those voices are loving and positive and uplifting. But 

the reality is that none of us gets through life hearing only positive 

messages. 
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Even if those closest to us speak words of love there are other voices- 

negative voices - and too often for some reason we tend to pay more 

attention to and remember those negative voices and hear them louder 

than anything else 

 

These voices mock and deride is. They tell us we are not good enough – 

not quite right. 

As children we may hear the voice from our report cards that tell us we 

are not quite smart enough 

Or as teens we may hear the voices that tell us we are not ever going to 

be part of the in crowd 

As adults we may hear voices that tells us we are not successful 

enough, wealthy enough, important enough. 

 

These messages can seem to come at us like bullets from a 

semiautomatic weapon- one after another in rapid succession so that 

we are beaten down - and all other voices are shut out. 
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And we forget that voice that told us that God has claimed us as a 

beloved child. 

 

Baptism proclaims that we are a child of God, that we have been a child 

of God from the moment we came into being.  Baptism proclaims that 

we are a child of God, not because of what we do -- or think -- or how 

we look -- or where we come from - but only because we are --- we are 

nothing more and nothing less than God’s beloved child!! 

 

When we are baptized, we are baptized into Christ - St Paul says that in 

Baptism we die to sin and rise a new creation- and in that new life we 

hear said to us what Jesus hears in our Gospel text today - you are my 

beloved child. 

 

You are my beloved daughter- you are my beloved son - your picture is 

on my refrigerator- you are the apple of my eye - I love you. 
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When we grasp this truth about ourselves we are free – as St Paul says 

– freed from sin and death and made a new creation. 

 

Thomas Aquinas, 13th Century theologian, said that we humans never 

act against what we believe is right for us - even the worst sinner is 

convinced that what he or she does is the right or best or only choice 

they have - it is the best or only means they can see to achieve what 

they believe is a good end, a good result. 

 

That’s what I think it means to be a slave to sin and death - we can’t 

think, see or imagine any other way to live – we don’t see God’s way to 

live. We are not free.  

 

In baptism St Paul says we are freed to see as a beloved child of God 

sees, our choices become God’s choices, our model is Christ.  
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This is what belovedness means if we can fully grasp it -- it is freedom - 

freedom from and freedom to 

 

Freedom from slavery to sin and death - freedom from thinking that the 

only way to live and find happiness is through winning the game of life - 

- a game that is measured by wealth, power,  prestige - a game that 

requires greed, selfishness - a what’s in it for me, I’m okay so you are 

not, succeed at all costs way of doing. A game that says the one who 

dies with the most whatever wins and if you don’t then you are a loser. 

 

And we receive freedom to - freedom to be who we are - a beloved 

child of God - who sees life giving and affirming ways to live and to act 

in this world - ways that build up and do not tear down, ways that see 

others not as threats or competitors in a game but brothers and sisters 

also beloved of God and so of sacred and inestimable worth. 

 



8 
 

We are freed to live the baptismal promises we made – because in 

baptism we have put on Christ and so we live no longer for ourselves 

but we live in Christ and Christ lives in us. 

 

 

When we renew our baptismal vows in a few minutes we will say yes 

when we are asked the question 

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that 

rebel against God? 

 

Our answer – our yes – proclaims our promise to pay attention only to 

God’s voice telling us who we are – God’s beloved son, God’s beloved 

daughter, our promise not to allow all those voices the world shouts to 

drown out God’s voice. 

 

And so if Aquinas is right and we always act in ways that we think will 

bring us life and happiness we will now act from our new creation -  - 
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with the mind and heart of God who is love and who always works for 

the good of all of creation. 

 

Mario carries a baptismal certificate that reminds him that once there 

was a community of faith that stood to welcome, support and affirm as 

a child of God. That is the role of the church – of this community too – 

for each person who comes through our doors.  To help each of us to 

hear God’s voice loud and clear, above the din of the world. To hold up 

a mirror for us so that we can see in ourselves the image of the One 

who loves us and calls us beloved.  Then together we can hold that 

mirror up to the whole world and let every person see their own 

belovedness. 

 

Then with the strength and power of that love we will love the world as 

God loves it - we will heal and lift up the broken and the hurting, we will 

seek peace and justice through self giving sacrifice not violence and 

war, we will take up our cross not our gun, we will lay down our life not 
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take another’s, we will turn the other cheek, go the extra mile, pray for 

our enemies, love the ones who are rejected, oppressed, marginalized, 

and care for the hungry, the thirsty, the in prisoned,  and homeless 

 

And when we do, the world will still make fun of us - because we will be 

living and acting in ways that don’t make sense to someone who has 

yet to hear God’s voice – who doesn’t yet know that they too are a 

beloved child of God - who doesn’t know that every living breathing 

human being is a beloved child of God. 

 

Every time you take water from the font in the narthex and make the 

sign of the cross let it be a reminder of your baptism and your 

belovedness.   

 

We need those reminders. 
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Maybe that’s why Mario carried his baptismal certificate with him all 

the time – in a world that was harsh and cruel – this little piece of paper 

told him all he needed to know – and he could hear loud and clear that 

he is God’s beloved and that is the only voice that matters. 

 

May we also carry this knowledge in our hearts and minds. And may we 

hear God’s voice loud and clear above the rest— you are my child – my 

beloved. Amen. 


