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Convention delegates are elected for one-year terms. The 11 candidates for 
Diocesan Convention delegate are George Banitch, Gene Bledsoe, Hal Bybee, 
Barbara Cody, Oliver Cone, Linda Horton, Jim Kirkman, Kipton Moravec, Bart 
Stockton, and Elaine Sweet. The six candidates who receive the most votes will be 
our Delegates. The other five candidates will be rank ordered by the number of votes 
they received to serve as alternates.  

All delegate candidates listed in this booklet certify that they meet the following 
requirements for candidacy:

• 18 years of age or older
• Confirmed and communicant in good standing
• Faithful steward of record (financial and personal) for at least one year
• Regular attendance in public worship
• Demonstrated commitment, responsibility and experience in Transfiguration 

parish life
• Able to pass Diocesan criminal background check
• Agree to complete all Safe Church required online training by start of Vestry 

term

All confirmed members of the parish in good standing who are 18 years or older are 
invited to vote in the annual parish election before and after services the weekend 
of November 3-4. If you will not be present to vote, you may complete an absentee 
ballot, available at the display table, on the website, or by contacting Meghan 
Mazur at mmazur@transfiguration.net.  Completed ballots are due back to the 
church office by Thursday, November 1 at 3:00 pm.  Questions? Contact Sheila 
MacLennan at sheila.s.runnels@gmail.com.
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George Banitch 
Currently, I work has been in the oil and gas industry as an 
attorney and landman for a privately owned company. 
Most of my forty plus year career has been in the oil 
business in Denver, Houston and Dallas. After growing up in 
New Jersey, I attended and graduated from college and 
law school in upstate New York. Growing up, my family 
were active members of the Episcopal Church, where I 
was baptized and confirmed. During our years in Houston, 
we were members of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church in 
Kingwood, Texas, where I taught Sunday school for several 
years. Our family moved to Dallas in 1992, and was directed 
to Transfiguration by members of our parish in Kingwood. 
We have been involved members of Transfiguration ever 
since. Nancy, my wife and partner of 44 years is also active 
in several ministries at the Fig.

Years at Transfiguration:  26 years Years an Episcopalian: 68 years

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration:
Episcopal Men’s Fellowship, Vestry, Usher, Austin Street, Stephen Ministry, Library

Past churches:
Good Shepherd, Kingwood, TX

Diocesan :
Convention delegate - one time

Occupation:
Attorney and Petroleum Landman 

Community and professional activities: 
Texas State Bar Association, Energy Law Section

Personal Vision for relationship of Transfiguration to the Diocese of Dallas. What do you see as 
strengths and areas for improvement in this relationship?  Are there areas of Diocesan life in 
which Transfiguration should be more involved?
 
Strengthen and maintain the relationship of Transfiguration with our Bishop. As our relationship 
with Bishop Sumner is changing due to the actions of General Convention, we should still be 
an active participant in the Diocese.
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Gene Bledsoe
Years at Transfiguration: 23 years 
Years an Episcopalian: 23 years

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration:
I have been called to serve this parish in many ways. 
However, being a Diocesan Convention delegate 
for 16 years is one of the most important roles I have 
played. It’s not because I am a great delegate or have 
accomplished great things for our parish. It is because in 
16 years I have come to know many delegates and priest 
from other parishes. I have learned to work with those 
contacts to positively effect the relationship this dioceses 
has with the National Church and with Transfiguration. The 

only training for a new delegate is OJT. At least I have completed basic training. I have also 
served two terms on Vestry and was Junior Warden in 2014. Past chairman of Green Team, 
member of Fig Fixers, member of EMF, member Open Door Ministry, member St. E’s, member 
Foyer Groups, past member of parish budget & finance committee, and captain of an 11:15 
usher team for 13 years.

Past churches:
Youth ministries, choir groups and a Baptist preacher’s son

Diocesan:
Delegate for 16 years. Head of Delegate Delegation for several years.

Occupation:
Real Estate Agent with Dave Perry-Miller Real Estate

Community and professional activities: 
NFL Players Association, and University of Texas “T” Association. 

Personal Vision for relationship of Transfiguration to the Diocese of Dallas. What do you see as 
strengths and areas for improvement in this relationship?  Are there areas of Diocesan life in 
which Transfiguration should be more involved?
First, I want to make sure Transfiguration continues as a vigorous, open and spiritual home for 
all who seek Christ. I want the inclusive, loving warmth of our parish to be felt by all who enter 
its doors making it a model for other parishes of the dioceses.
My extensive experience as a convention delegate and knowing many of the diocesan 
clergy, committee members and delegates, will help me better serve Transfiguration, our 
Rector, the entire dioceses and our new Bishop.
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Hal Bybee 
Years at Transfiguration:  48 years 
Years an Episcopalian: 49 years

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration:
Second Half planning team, Aging and Spirituality 
Discernment team, Pastoral Care committee, Vestry (twice), 
Energy and resource initiatives/Green team, Facilities team, 
ROSES, PES school board (twice), EMF board, Computer 
committee, Habitat, Summer choir, Liturgy and music 
commission, and EYC sponsor.  Also Legacy Society and PES 
Loyalty Society recognition for financial giving.

Past churches:
Active in youth group in high school.

Diocesan:
Diocesan convention delegate 20 times & alternate twice.

Occupation:
Electrical and systems engineer (retired) with 41 years at TI and Raytheon.

Community and professional activities: 
Computers for Neighborhood Service Council, Regional science fair judge, IEEE, Sigma Xi, 
and INCOSE

Personal Vision for relationship of Transfiguration to the Diocese of Dallas. What do you see as 
strengths and areas for improvement in this relationship?  Are there areas of Diocesan life in 
which Transfiguration should be more involved?

After working with our new bishop for three years, we still need to find some common ground 
with him for acceptance of the liberal parishes of the diocese.  We need to find a way for 
him to support us in continuing to serve Christ in all persons without forcing our concepts 
on conservative parishes.  This seems to be happening with his response to the national 
convention same sex rites decision.

We need to continue our accomplishment of diocesan support of the national church 
assessment and its phase in over multiple years (in 2018 the bishop upped the annual 
increase from 1% to 2% so we are having some impact).  We have made a good start at 
having candidates for executive council, standing committee, and other diocesan positions 
and need to expand it. Last year the central convocation finally elected a liberal as 
chairman.

With the current national convention change on same sex rights we need to be very careful 
at diocesan convention not to let a local end run reduce the gains.



6

Barbara Cody
A member of Transfiguration for 20 years, I have 
served in numerous capacities including: Eucharistic 
minister, acolyte, parish nurse committee, flower guild, 
Transfigured Nights, children’s ministries, Daughters 
of the King, St Elizabeth’s guild, and the vestry 
nominating committee. I spent most of my working 
life in business communications including: employee 
and shareholder relations, marketing and strategic 
planning, and project management. I now have the 
time and energy to devote myself to giving back 
to the community and the church. Transfiguration is 
thoroughly integrated into my life, and its continued 
success is a high priority for me.

Years at Transfiguration: 20 years Years an Episcopalian: 20 years

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration:
Vacation Bible School, The Way, Transfigured Nights, Ingathering, Kirking of the Tartans
Past churches: Westminster Presbyterian, Lubbock Texas; Kings Highway Christian, Shreveport 
LA; Lakeshore Methodist, Shreveport, LA.
Diocesan: previous Diocesan delegate 1st alternate

Occupation: Director Bethany Lutheran Early Childhood Development Center, technical 
writer, Onvisource; Web developer, Mannatech; editor, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas

Community and professional activities: International Association of Business Communicators; 
Public Relations Society of America, Association of Technical Writers, Richardson Women’s 
Club
Personal Vision for relationship of Transfiguration to the Diocese of Dallas. What do you see as 
strengths and areas for improvement in this relationship? Are there areas of Diocesan life in 
which Transfiguration should be more involved?
Strengths: Transfiguration is a very special welcoming, inclusive family, where members truly 
care for each other;  excellent children’s program, ages 1-12;
numerous outreach ministries; incredible music programs; staff.

Places to improve: fiscal management, although I think we are on the right track for 
improving; developing 5- and 10-year plans; publicizing the church and its activities to 
attract potential members; developing a strong youth program.
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Oliver Cone
I moved to Dallas from England in 1996 and met my 
wife Wendy while we were both pursuing our MBA’s 
at UTD. I had grown up initially in the Methodist 
Church and then attending a Quaker meeting 
house. We were married at St. Michael and All 
Angels and joined Transfiguration in 2007 shortly 
after our eldest daughter, Libby, was born. Through 
the gift of loving childcare; the baptism of Sophie, 
our second daughter; a community of friends 
fostered in iParent; committee involvement; and 
regular ushering; the Fig has become a true church 
home for us. 

Years at Transfiguration: 11 years 
Years an Episcopalian: 3 years 

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration: 
Budget, Finance & Administration; Stewardship; Usher guild

Past churches: N/A

Diocesan: Alternate for 2018

Occupation: Investment banking/financial advisory

Community and professional activities: 
UTD Power of Two MBA mentor program
Toastmasters International
Bowie Elementary Dad’s Club

Personal Vision for relationship of Transfiguration to the Diocese of Dallas. What do you see as 
strengths and areas for improvement in this relationship?  Are there areas of Diocesan life in 
which Transfiguration should be more involved?
I’d like to see Transfiguration being highly visible within the Diocese of Dallas through 
demonstrating and promoting our core value of inclusiveness and striving for social justice.
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Tim Cutts

I am a fifth generation Texan and a lifelong 
Episcopalian.  My interests include falconry, 
horses, travel, and wine.  I’ve been an active 
and participating parishioner at St. Barnabas 
(Garland), St. Paul’s (Lubbock), Holy Trinity (Heath), 
and Transfiguration.  I enjoy participating in the 
Eucharist as an active participant on the altar 
and I particularly enjoy working with my fellow 
parishioners on the altar.  Kristin and I have invested 
ourselves in this Church and we’re deeply engaged 
with our Mission: To Seek and Serve Christ in All 
Persons. 

Years at Transfiguration: 3 years Years an Episcopalian: 50 years

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration:
Emcee, Eucharistic Minister, The Way, Stephen Ministry, Eucharistic Minister

Past churches: Canterbury House at St. Paul’s (Lubbock, TX)
EYC at St. Barnabas (treasurer)

Diocesan: Cursillo

Occupation:
Executive Management within the motion control industry

Community and professional activities: 
Surface Mount Technology Association
Rotary Club
Freemasonry (Scottish Rite Hospital for Children)
American Wind Energy Association
Sigma Tau Gamme (VP Membership & VP Programs)

Personal Vision for relationship of Transfiguration to the Diocese of Dallas. What do you see as 
strengths and areas for improvement in this relationship?  Are there areas of Diocesan life in 
which Transfiguration should be more involved?
I’d like to see Transfiguration leverage our inclusiveness and take on a greater leadership role 
within the Diocese. I think our strength as a community is amplified by our commitment to 
inclusion and I believe the Diocese can benefit from this. I’d like to see Transfiguration lead 
the charge and continue to demonstrate our mission to Seek and Serve Christ in All Persons - 
no matter what.
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Linda Horton

Years at Transfiguration: 18 years 
Years an Episcopalian: 18 years

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration:
Co-coordinator of Open Door for 3 years; Ran Soup Supper 
for 2 years; Eucharistic Visitor 2 years;  Stephen Leader and 
Stephen Minister - 5 years; Member of Daughters of the King - 
current secretary-treasurer

Past churches: 
Assisted with fundraising campaign for statewide youth 
group; ran outdoor advertising campaign for statewide youth 
group

Diocesan:
Diocesan Convention Alternate -2017

Occupation:
Licensed Professional Counselor - 21 years - semi-retired
Served 14 years in insurance industry. Wrote Casulaty insurance programs for Fortune 500 
Companies; managed specialty underwriting department

Community and professional activities: 
Served as Court-Appointed Special Advocate for Dallas CASA

Personal Vision for relationship of Transfiguration to the Diocese of Dallas. What do you see as 
strengths and areas for improvement in this relationship?  Are there areas of Diocesan life in 
which Transfiguration should be more involved?
I think that our relationship with the Diocese is difficult in many ways. We should continue to 
work hard to be involved in Diocesan life without comprising our core values
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Jim Kirkman
Years at Transfiguration: 37 years 
Years an Episcopalian: 42 years

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration:
Nominating Committee (2017, 2010), Endowment Board 
of Trustees (2013-2017), Secretary of Endowment Board of 
Trustees (2015), Chairman of Endowment Board of Trustees 
(2016), Vestry (2011-2014, 1998-2001), Search Committee 
(2013-2014, 1999-2000), Junior Warden (1998), Senior 
Warden (1999, 2000), Legacy Society Member, Co-Chair 
Jubilee Capital Campaign (2006), Chairman EMF Silent 
Auction (2002-Present), Usher (2000-Present), Tau Cross and 
Crown recipient (2003), EMF President (1996,1997, 1998), 
Chairman Youth Commission (1990, 1991) 

Past churches: none

Diocesan: 11 times a delegate, 1 time an alternate

Occupation:
Consultant-American Finasco Inc.

Community and professional activities: None

Personal Vision for relationship of Transfiguration to the Diocese of Dallas. What do you see as 
strengths and areas for improvement in this relationship?  Are there areas of Diocesan life in 
which Transfiguration should be more involved?
I feel that we are not appreciated enough and not represented enough in the Diocese of 
Dallas. I would like to see us put more people up for consideration for various leadership 
positions at the Diocesan level for both clergy and lay. Only then can our voice be heard 
with the type of acceptance that I feel we lack in our role in the Diocese at this time. If we 
can achieve this goal, I believe more inclusion will be accepted in our conservative Diocese.   
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Kipton Moravec
Kip was born and raised in Michigan. A graduate of the University 
of Michigan, Kip has been working as an electrical/computer 
engineer for over 30 years and currently works for Flextronics. Kip 
has been married to Delynda for 18 years. He is an active member 
of the Plano Amateur Radio Klub where he volunteers for multiple 
charity events throughout the year. At the Fig, Kip serves as Minister 
of Ceremony, Lector, and Eucharistic Minister. Kip was blessed to 
be one of the pilgrims to South Africa this summer.

Years at Transfiguration: 12 years 
Years an Episcopalian: 5 years

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration: 
Eucharistic Minister 7 years
Lector 7 years
Minister of Ceremony 3 years
Co-Directed Christmas Pageant last year

Past churches: 
Highland Park United Methodist - Young Adults Ministry
Beulah Wesleyan Church - Soloist, Teen Preacher
Benzonia Congregational Church - member of Children’s Choir

Diocesan: N/A

Occupation:
Electrical Design Engineer

Community and professional activities: 
Program Manager 2 years at Texas Instruments - responsible for estimating budgets, and 
keeping projects on budget and schedule. Maximum project budget $1.2 Million. Also wrote 
proposals for new  business. Helped Texas Instruments get its first strategic missile defense 
program. 
Currently Design Engineer at Flextronics, which involves working with people from around the 
world including Taiwan, China, Italy, and Germany. 
Active in the Plano Amateur Radio Klub (PARK) Currently Communications Director - 
responsible for maintaining and improving the club’s repeater equipment and other radio 
systems. President (4 years), secured 501(c)3 status, Vice President (1 year) responsible for 
monthly programs at the meetings.  Wrote proposals for grants. 
Active in Collin County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (CCARES) Currently Skywarn Net 
Control Operator (4 years) take or log reports from Skywarn Spotters across Collin County 
when Severe Weather is in the county for the National Weather Service and local Emergency 
Operation Centers.



12

Bart Stockton
Bart Stockton is a native of Beaumont, Texas, and has called 
Dallas and Transfiguration home for the past 10 years. Bart was 
confirmed in The Episcopal Church at St. Mark’s-Beaumont after 
singing in the choir there following an evangelical background. 
He grew up in a real estate family and followed in their footsteps 
to become a real estate broker and certified instructor. He has 
served in leadership roles of various organizations and received 
several awards and certifications. Bart’s loves include music 
and singing, cooking and baking, writing on real estate topics, 
sharing time with his friends, family, and rescue dog, as well as 
various church activities at Transfiguration.

Years at Transfiguration: 10 years Years an Episcopalian: 11 years

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration:
Vestry (2017-current). Transfiguration Choir (2010-present). Nominating Committee (2017). 
Transfigured Nights Exec. Committee (2014-2017, Treasurer 2 years, receptions, Publicity 
Volunteer 2014-current), Open Door LGBT+ Fellowship Co-Coordinator (2017). Maundy 
Thursday Soup Supper volunteer. YouthFirst dinner volunteer. nextGen member. St. E’s dinners. 
The Way volunteer (past)
Past churches: 
Adult Choir (St. Mark’s Episcopal Church-Beaumont, TX), Chancel Choir (Calder 
Baptist Church-Beaumont, TX), Hospitality Committee & Greeter (Christ Community 
Church-Beaumont, TX)
Diocesan:
Diocese of Dallas: Alternate Delegate 2017
Diocese of Texas: Adult Choral Festival (past)

Occupation:
Associate Broker/ Director of Compliance & Contract Review/ Instructor/ REALTOR at Dallas 
City Center, REALTORS. Licensed real estate agent for 15 years

Community and professional activities: 
Life Member and Past President of Texas Real Estate Teachers Association(other past positions 
include President-Elect, Secretary, Membership Director, Conference Director). Past: Board of 
Directors member & Education Chair- Beaumont Board of REALTORS. Past: Board member of 
Beaumont Interfaith Choral Society (Publicity Chair, church liaison)

Personal Vision for relationship of Transfiguration to the Diocese of Dallas. What do you see as 
strengths and areas for improvement in this relationship?  Are there areas of Diocesan life in 
which Transfiguration should be more involved?
I believe that Transfiguration is - and should continue to be - a shining witness to the Diocese 
and larger church of our mission statement: “to seek and serve Christ in all persons.” Our 
Diocese is deeply divided on a number of issues and I believe that one of the best ways to 
engage the Diocese is to continue modeling this Christlike acceptance and love. As one of 
the largest congregations - and perhaps one of the most misunderstood by our Diocesan 
brothers and sisters - we must engage fully in Diocesan life to bring about reconciliation of 
differences while maintaining our Gospel mission of inclusiveness. We cannot exist as an island 
and ignore what goes on around us in the Diocese but must act to encourage and promote 
policies in line with our mission. I wish to be a part of the delegation bringing our particular 
witness to the Diocese of Dallas.
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Elaine Sweet
Elaine Sweet married to Milton Sweet and mother to 
grown children, Andrei and Irina. Dog mom to two 
adorable pups. Have been an active Parishioner for 
almost twenty years and look for ways to serve my 
Church community. I live in far north Dallas and work 
downtown for CBRE as a contract negotiator. I am a 
native Texan that enjoys exercise, entertaining and 
keeping up with world events.

Years at Transfiguration: 17 years
Years an Episcopalian: 17 years

Parish and  Diocesan Activities
Transfiguration:
Altar Guild, Welcoming and Hospitality Committees, 
Daughters of the King, Stephens Minister, Past Vestry Member, Stewardship Committee, 
Endowment Committee Member, Sunday School Teacher, Youth Leader; Foyer Groups and 
Ministry Fair.

Past churches: 
I grew up in the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church and was a member of the Lutheran 
Church until i found Transfiguration.

Diocesan:
Delegate to the Dallas Diocesan Convention in 2017 and 2018

Occupation:
Sourcing Manager for CBRE which means I am a contract negotiator

Community and professional activities: 
Certified Public Accountant; Fund raiser for the Alzheimer’s Association, Treasurer for 
Neighborhood Social Organization; Mentor; Host family for Chinese Exchange Students; 
Volunteer for Paralyzed Veterans and the Veterans Hospital Administration, volunteer for 
Buckner Shoes for Orphans and the North Texas Food Bank.

Personal Vision for relationship of Transfiguration to the Diocese of Dallas. What do you see as 
strengths and areas for improvement in this relationship?  Are there areas of Diocesan life in 
which Transfiguration should be more involved?
I am very proud of the leadership position that Transfiguration took to advocate for same 
sex marriages to be held in our city and in our church. I believe we were instrumental in the 
ability to hold same sex marriages even if our Bishop objects.
Our diocese and our church have been supportive of refugees’ in our midst and have given 
them safe space to worship and provided numerous other opportunities to help refugees’ 
find housing and resources. Proud that my church and my diocese tries to help those that 
need it most. We at Transfiguration are one of the top three churches in Dallas and we 
should do more to lead the Diocese in more progressive and encompassing attitudes and 
spirit to welcome all to our Church. 
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