
December 10
Elizabeth Lemoine, Prnni Ling, Ryan Spicer
December 11
Cassie Baker, Joyce Breedlove, Bill Kwoka, 
Scott Robins, Pete Seeley, Robin Yaklin
December 12
Cassie Bledsoe, Margy Cottingham, Pat 
Reth, Meg Rockman
December 13
Ken Hart, Sarah Parkinson, Chris Sanabria

December 14
Trent Hagler, Maggie Hart, Chuck Huffman, 
Kim McCary, Marcy Mignardi, Cindy 
Romick-Smith
December 15
Grace Forderhase, Eric Gormly, Lara Korba, 
Caroline Schmidt
December 16
Miranda Ambrose, Emogene Hanvey, Will 
Hodge, Tashinga Mawema, Richard Merbler

WELCOME TO TRANSFIGURATION!
We are so glad to share our act of worship with you today, and hope you will experience the grace and 
mercy of God among our community. Our mission is to seek and serve Christ in all persons, and we 

joyfully welcome all people into our life and fellowship. Rooted in Scripture and the Anglican tradition, 
we seek to deepen your faith and help you share the good news of Christ’s love in word and action. If you 
would like to learn more about our church, please stop by the Visitors' Center at the main entrance to 

the building, or fill out a welcome card and someone will be in touch in the coming week.

NEWS & EVENTS DECEMBER 10, 2017T H E  N O T I C E S

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYSCALENDAR OF EVENTS

14115 Hillcrest Road | Dallas, Texas | 75254
972-233-1898

www.transfiguration.net

Wednesday | 6:00 p.m.          Thursday | 12:00 p.m.         Saturday | 5:30 p.m.
Sunday | 9:00 a.m.* and 11:15 a.m.*

*Childcare available for children 6 weeks to age 5.

WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES

Saturday, December 9 
Holy Eucharist  Church 5:30 p.m.
Open Door Holiday Party Offsite 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 10 | Second Sunday of Advent 
Holy Eucharist  Church 9:00  a.m.
Holy Family Choir Music Room 9:05 a.m.
Church of the Holy Faith Niles Building 10:00 a.m.
Formation Classes for all ages (see inside for details) 10:15 a.m.
Canticle Choir Music Room 11:10 a.m.
Youth Choir Performance Hall 11:10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist  Church 11:15 a.m.
Christmas Pageant Meetings Room S-203  11:15 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.
Eucharistic Visitor Luncheon Parlor 12:30 p.m. 
Monday, December 11
Building, Grounds & Technology Meeting Library 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 12
Tuesday Book Study Vestry Room 2:00 p.m.
The Way Youth Center 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 13   
Holy Eucharist Church 6:00 p.m.
Endowment Fund Meeting Vestry Room 6:00 p.m.
Jr. High Youth Crossover Youth Center 6:00 p.m.
Youth Crossover Dinner Youth Center 7:00 p.m.
Transfiguration Choir Rehearsal Performance Hall 7:15 p.m.
Sr. High Youth Crossover Youth Center 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 14 
PES Christmas Pageants (Pre-K & Kinder) Church                      9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist  Church 12:00 p.m.
PES Christmas Pageant (1st & 2nd) Church 1:30 p.m.
St. Elizabeth's Potluck Supper Roper Hall 6:30 p.m.
EPF & Moms Demand Action Letter Writing Parlor 6:30 p.m.
Vigil in Remembrance of Sandy Hook Shootings Church 7:00 p.m.
Friday, December 15
PES Lessons & Carols Church 8:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 16 
Holy Eucharist  Church 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 17 | Third Sunday of Advent 
Holy Eucharist  Church 9:00  a.m.
Holy Family Choir Music Room 9:05 a.m.
Church of the Holy Faith Niles Building 10:00 a.m.
Formation Classes for all ages (see inside for details) 10:15 a.m.
Canticle Choir Music Room 11:10 a.m.
Youth Choir Performance Hall 11:10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist  Church 11:15 a.m.
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal (speaking roles) Room S-203 12:30 p.m.
Daughters of the King Meeting Vestry Room 12:30 p.m.
Advent Taizé Service Gathering Space 6:00 p.m.

TEXTS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 17
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The First Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The Gradual: Psalm 126

The Second Lesson:1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

The Gospel: John 1:6-8,19-28

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR B

Isaiah 41:1-11; Psalm 85:12, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8
Our Advent worship points us toward God’s promise in the Hebrew 
Scriptures of liberation of humanity from all that separates us from 
God and from one another. So, the book of Isaiah’s second part 
speaks God’s word to a people living in exile and persecution: a 
condition that it sees as the result of Israel’s faithlessness in the past. 
That faithless living the earlier Isaiah proclaimed was above all, the 
lack of justice in the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah. We respond to 
Isaiah’s promise of restoration in today’s passage with its Christmas 

overtones in our Psalm today.
The restored people of God find in God’s visitation that “Mercy and truth have met together, 
and righteousness and peace have kissed each other.” Our English translation of the Psalm 
and much of the Bible doesn’t convey the original meaning clearly. We hear “righteousness” as 
meaning personal morality only, when the Hebrew and Greek words lying behind it mean also 
and perhaps even more strongly, Justice.
The Advent of God brings about the meeting/marrying of personal morality with social justice, 
what 2 Peter sees as a restored world where justice and righteousness are at home. So, on this first 
of two Advent Sundays when our Gospel Reading is about John the Baptist’s call to repentance 
in preparation for the coming Messiah, we are called to repent, not only of our personal sins, but 
of our personal and social participation in injustice. Our king and savior now draws near, come 
let us adore him.
Worship that Does Justice and Loves Kindness.  ©Michael W. Merriman, 2017.  All rights reserved.

TODAY

This year, children from age three years old through high school will act out the story of Christ’s 
birth at the 3:00 pm service on Christmas Eve. In order to assure all children have a part to play, 
roles are assigned based on age group. In addition, there are several speaking parts. All students 
who wish to be considered for a speaking role should memorize the following line, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.”  At the first meeting this Sunday, 
December 10, students will recite the line for consideration for available speaking roles. If your 
child is signed up to participate, or would like to sign up, come to Room S-203 at 11:15 a.m. 
or 12:30 p.m.  today (choose the time that fits your schedule). For more information, or to 
volunteer to assist with the pageant, contact Cindy Hauser at chauser@transfiguration.net. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sunday, December 24  - Fourth Sunday of Advent

The final Sunday of Advent falls on Christmas Eve, so there will be one morning service at 
10:00 a.m., in addition to the regular Christmas Eve services listed below. 

Sunday, December 24  -Christmas Eve
The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord
3:00 p.m.* – Holy Eucharist with Christmas Pageant - reception to follow
5:00 p.m.* – Holy Eucharist with children’s choirs - reception to follow
8:00 p.m.* – Holy Eucharist with Transfiguration Choir
10:30 p.m. – Holy Eucharist with Transfiguration Choir & incense
(Musical preludes at 4:30, 7:30 and 10:00 p.m.)
Celebrate the birth of the Christ child with four services of Holy Eucharist. Pause and enjoy 
fellowship on this holy night in receptions following the 3:00 p.m. service and between the 
5:00 and 8:00 p.m. services. We will have cookies and a hot chocolate bar set up in Roper 
Hall. Please note that childcare will be provided from 2:00 - 9:30 p.m., including at the 8:00 
p.m. service this year.

Monday, December 25 - Christmas Day
Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord - Holy Eucharist - 10:00 a.m. 
Join us for a beautiful Christmas Day celebration with music. 

*Childcare provided 

Resurrection Episcopal Church Visiting Team
The Diocese of Dallas has a new church plant, Resurrection Episcopal Church in Plano, 
under the leadership of our friend, the Rev. Leslie Stewart. Transfiguration is forming 
a team of 15 people to visit Resurrection one Sunday each month to support this new 
congregation and be inspired by their energy. If you would like to share in this ministry 
of support and friendship, please get in touch with Deacon Shea Gilliland (sgilliland@
transfiguration.net), as we’re forming a team to begin visiting in January. Resurrection 
meets for worship at Haun Elementary School (4500 Quincy Ln, Plano 75024), and you 
can learn more at resurrectionplano.org
Vestry Security Committee
The Vestry has established an Ad Hoc Committee to study security on the church campus. 
If you would like more information on the work of this group, please contact the committee 
chair, Vestry member Susan Fisk,  at 972-934-0754 or Fisk4@aol.com. 

NEWS & NOTES

CHRISTMAS FLOWER & MUSIC OFFERINGS

Your gifts in memorial or thanksgiving are invited to adorn the church with Christmas 
flowers and provide glorious music for our Christmas services. Please return the 
desginated envelope, found in the pew boxes or on the bulletin table, at any service or 
to the church office no later than Monday, December 18 by 12:00 p.m. This will ensure 
that your dedication will be included in our insert during our Christmas services.



PREACHER
5:30 p.m. | Erin Jean Warde
9:00 & 11:15 a.m. | Erin Jean Warde

5:30 P.M. SATURDAY
Presider | Erin Jean Warde
Eucharistic Minister | Diana Davis
Lector | Mikkel Bassett
Sound Technician | Olga Ruff

9:00 A.M. SUNDAY
Presider | Casey Shobe
Assistants | Ginny Kivel, Shea Gilliland
Minister of Ceremonies | Liz Kerner
Acolytes | Rachel Wilson, Sophia Roper, 
Ashley Dawes, Wyatt Ayres, Bradley 
Dawes
Lector 1 | Sara Ivey
Lector 2 | Shaun Manning
Eucharistic Ministers | Jodi Dalton, Frank 
DeLizza, Christine Johnson, Katey Young
Eucharistic Visitors | Martha Cordell, Al 
Blackwell, Judy Drotman, Rosanne Brooks
Ushers | George Banitch, David Fisk, Kim 
Flynn, Lindsey Murphy, Bill Rademacher, 
Pat Shaughnessy
Sound Technician | Mike McClure
Intercessor | Meghan Mazur
Director of Music | Joel Martinson
Assistant Organist | Nicholas Halbert 
Director of Children’s Choirs | Kim Ahrens 

11:15 A.M. SUNDAY
Presider | Casey Shobe
Assistants | Shea Gilliland
Minister of Ceremonies | Adam Wilson
Acolytes | Debra Boopsingh, Robin 
Caldwell, David Gillam
Lector 1 | Brett Vanderbrook
Lector 2 | Charlise Hill-Larson
Eucharistic Ministers | Tim Cutts, Francine 
Hamza-Gillam, Pam Johnson, Peter Soper
Ushers | Nancy Jagmin, Jane Fruth, 
Deborah Hicks, Gingers Kline, Pat Tarpley, 
Nancy Torell
Sound Technician | Paul DesRochers
Intercessor | Meghan Mazur
Director of Music | Joel Martinson
Assistant Organist | Nicholas Halbert 

Altar Guild week of December 9 – 14 | 
Peter Soper, Elaine Sweet, Elizabeth Jenkins, 
Whitney Holley, Diana Davis, Minnie 
Harper, Estela da Costa, Sarah Robb

Advent Taizé Service | December 17
Experience a contemplative evening of prayer and song on the candlelit labyrinth at 6:00 p.m. 
on the Third Sunday of Advent, next Sunday, December 17. Members of the choir will chant 
songs from Taizé, an ecumenical monastery in Southeast France. Participants may walk the 
labyrinth throughout the service, which will also include periods of silence and readings about 
Advent.
Faith & Grief Longest Night Service | December 21
On Thursday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m. Faith & Grief Ministries will host a multi-faith longest 
night worship service at the Community Tree of Remembrance in Thanks-Giving Square 
downtown (1627 Pacific Ave, Dallas, Texas 75201). The service is for all who have experienced 
loss or grief and may struggle experiencing joy and hope during the holiday season. All are 
welcome to the service, which will include prayers, scriptures, and a reflection on the crossroads 
of faith and grief. 

During this Thanksgiving and Advent season, Transfiguration members and friends have shown 
abundant generosity to our neighbors in the following ways:
• We collected $780 (and seven frozen turkeys) for Voice of Hope’s Thanksgiving baskets 

for needy families. In addition, we collected several hundred books for their after-school 
program, and St. Hilda’s donated an additional $500 for the purchase of still more books. 

• On Thanksgiving Eve, 41 volunteers from Transfiguration served dinner to 413 hungry folks 
at Austin Street Center. Included were 75 homemade pies baked by our iParent families.

• For the 8th year, Transfiguration’s response to the Salvation Army Angel Tree program has 
grown yet again in size, enthusiasm and generosity. This year, 166 Fig households provided 
the wishes and needs for 250 Angels (175 children and 75 disabled adults), by spending time 
and energy to lovingly purchase 1,410 personally selected gifts for an estimated monetary 
value of $22,500 - priceless indeed!  May the Spirit of Christmas remain with each of us 
throughout the year.  Many thanks to the congregation, staff, and volunteers who make 
this possible each year, and especially to Pam and Paul Sternweis and Deborah Diehl for the 
many hours spent coordinating this effort.

• The response to our request for donations of hygiene items for stockings stuffers was so 
overwhelming that the Children's Ministry had to find a second recipient! Because of you we 
filled 20 stockings with hygiene items for Our Friends Place and the remaining items will go 
toward hygiene bags for Austin Street Center. Thanks to everyone who stuffed them during 
the Advent Festival last weekend.

• Forty-three children from families enrolled in our Food Distribution Ministry will receive 
gifts from their wish lists. For those who adopted children from the tree, gifts are due next 
Sunday and will be distributed on the next Food Pantry day on December 18.

Thank you so much for your continued generosity to the mission and ministry of Church of 
the Transfiguration throughout 2017.  As the year draws to a close, now is the time not only to 
fulfill your 2017 pledge balances, but to consider an additional gift to the church.  Here are a 
few helpful reminders as you consider end-of-year giving:

• All contributions that you would like reflected on your 2017 giving statement must 
either be postmarked by December 31, 2017, or delivered to the office of the Parish 
Administrator, Sophie Lowrance, by noon on December 29, 2017.

• Stock must be transferred and received into our account by December 31, 2017.  For 
information on making a stock transfer to Transfiguration, please contact Sophie 
Lowrance, Parish Administrator, at 972-233-1898 or slowrance@transfiguration.net.

• The church offices will be open until noon on December 29, 2017, to receive 
contributions that will qualify as 2017 donations. 

• Any mailed donation postmarked before January 1, 2018, will be treated as a 2017 
donation.

• Online donations made before midnight on December 31, 2017 will qualify as a 2017 
donation.  Visit the Transfiguration website (www.transfiguration.net) to donate online.

• You may now donate to the operating fund through the text feature on your smart 
phone.  Simply text “Transfiguration” to 73256, and follow the instructions.

Help us glorify God and adorn our altar in 
beauty by making a gift toward our altar 
flowers. Each week the Flower Guild creates 
magnificent arrangements for our altar, font, 
and entrances, as well as for our homebound 
parishioners, and your support helps this 
ministry continue to thrive. A gift of $300 
covers our full weekly cost, though gifts of any 
size are welcomed.

Clergy, staff, and other ministers in the 
parish provide ongoing pastoral care to a 
large number of parishioners every week. 
Through prayer, home and hospital visits, 
communion visits, anointing of the sick, 
and a multitude of other ministries, our 
pastoral care ministry is an active one! If 
you would like to be made aware of those 
in the parish who may be in need of prayer, 
please inquire about our Prayer Chain (see 
below), and direct questions to Deacon Shea 
Gilliland or Deacon Ginny Kivel at 972-
233-1898. 

At each weekend Eucharist the Intercessor 
invites the prayers of the congregation, and 
offers on the altar any prayers printed in 
the Parish Intercession Book. A moment of 
silence is kept for all to speak aloud their 
own intercessions and thanksgivings. We 
also have a Prayer Chain, where members 
make a commitment to daily prayer for 
concerns of the parish and our friends. 
You may call the Prayer Chain anytime at 
972-233-1898 ext. 300, or email prayers@
transfiguration.net.

Children are always welcome in worship at 
Transfiguration! For those who would like, 
professionally staffed childcare is provided 
for ages six weeks through five years at the 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services, 
and during formation classes. Children’s 
Chapel is offered during both morning 
services for children four years through 
second grade. Children are invited to 
follow the wooden cross behind the main 
procession out the North Transept. They 
return to the church at the Peace in time 
to rejoin their families for the Eucharist. 
Please note: there will be no Children's Chapel 
at the single 10:00 a.m. services on Sundays, 
December 24 or 31. 

Adopt a Food Pantry Family
For the second year in a row, the Outreach Committee has prepared angels to represent each 
child whose family is enrolled in Transfiguration's food distribution ministry. Pick up one of the 
remaining six angels from the table in the Gathering Space today, and please shop and return gifts 
by next Sunday, December 17. 
Christian Formation  Classes Resume
Classes for all ages resume this morning at 10:15 a.m. and meet through next Sunday, December 
17 before taking a two-week break for Christmas on December 24 and 31. Children have four 
class options based on age - for more information, or to register, contact Director of Children's 
Ministries, Cindy Hauser, at chauser@transfiguration.net. Youth in 6th-12th grades gather in the 
Youth Center on Sunday mornings with Interim Youth Director Jared Williams. The second series 
of adult classes for fall is listed below. More details are available at www.transfiguration.net/adults. 

• The Second Half with Nancy Destefano and Al Balckwell - Conference Room 1
• Hebrew Bible 101 with Dr. Roy Heller - Roper Hall
• The Gospel of the Kingdom with Deacon Shea Gilliland - Vestry Room

Letter-Writing Station
A special mail station is set up in the Tower Cloister to spread cheer throughout the season 
of Advent. You are invited to write a note or make a Christmas card and place it in the 
Transfiguration Mailbox in the hallway. It will be delivered to a parishioner who is sick or 
homebound, or to a person in prison through a prison ministry. “Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” - Matthew 25:40b
Clothes Horse New Hours | 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. on Sundays
Transfiguration's resale shop, The Clothes Horse, has new operating hours: Tuesday from 10:00 to 
3:30 (to allow for Parish Episcopal School parents who may want to shop), Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (to 
allow for members to shop). They are now closed on Mondays and Fridays. The store is run by 
volunteers through the St. Hilda's Guild and proceeds support the church's ministries.
Holiday Blanket Drives
During Advent, Transfiguration is collecting blankets for two local organizations: Vogel Alcove 
and The Gathering. Vogel Alcove is a childcare center that provides developmental, social, and 
health services to children from homeless families. The Gathering is a spiritual community for 
those in the Dallas area who are homeless or have insecure housing. A group from Transfiguration 
takes meals and leads worship with its members in Thanksgiving Square on a quarterly basis. 
Please bring donations to the designated baskets in the Gathering Space through Christmas Eve.

Vigil in Remembrance of 5th Anniversary of Newtown Massacre | December 14
This vigil, held on the 5th anniversary of the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary School, is 
cosponsored by the Episcopal Peace Fellowship and Moms Demand Action. It will be hosted 
at Transfiguration; letter-writing to families of victims begins at 6:30 in the Parlor and the vigil 
follows at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. 
St. Elizabeth's Guild Potluck Dinner | December 14
Saint Elizabeth's Guild invites everyone to come celebrate the warmth of the Christmas season 
at their December Potluck on Thursday, December 14 at 6:30 p.m. in Roper Hall. Please bring 
a dish to share and RSVP to saintelizabethsguild@gmail.com if you plan to attend. St. E's will 
provide coffee, tea, water and wine. The cost is $5/person.
Project Y December Gathering | December 14
Join Project Y, the Transfiguration Dad's group, for their monthly gathering on Thursday, 
December 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the E. J. Wills Gastropub (18208 Preston Road, Suite D3 Dallas, 
TX 75252). Contact Chris Dick at boiler.up93@gmail.com with questions, and RSVP or see 
more details on the Project Y Facebook page.
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